
                                                                                                                                           05-296-01 

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE PRESIDENT AND BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

HELD IN THE COUNCIL ROOM OF THE MATTESON VILLAGE HALL 
4900 VILLAGE COMMONS 

ON THIS 7TH DAY OF MAY, 2001 
 
 
 
 

President Stricker called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. Clerk 
Wilson called the roll, and the following Trustees answered present: 
 
 Joseph Vincent 
 Emmanuel Imoukhuede 
 Shirley Green 
 Sam Brown 
 Denise Graham Zahn 
 Allan Johnson 

 CALL TO ORDER 

   
Also present: David Mekarski, Village Administrator; Joseph 
Perozzi, Village Attorney; Hildy Kingma, Director of Community 
Development; Mary Britton, Director of Finance; Frank Denman, 
Director Public Works; Robert Wilcox, Fire Chief; Lawrence 
Burnson, Chief of Police; Robin Kelly, Director of Community 
Relations; Rita Miotti, Director of Administrative Services; Bob 
Park, Police Commander; Tim Filkins, Police Commander; Vince 
Laoang, Village Engineer; Cyndi Zeibert, Recording Secretary; and 
the Star Newspaper. 

  

   
a)       President Stricker presented the Minutes of the Special Meeting 
of the Board of Trustees of April 23, 2001 for additions, deletions or 
corrections.   
 
The following correction was made: 
 
1. Page 04-289-01, first and second paragraph under item a) Fiscal                                                          

Year 2001-2001 on Municipal Budget, should read:  “Fiscal Year 
2001-2002” in both paragraphs. 

 
Trustee Vincent moved to approve the Minutes of the Special Board 
Meeting of the Board of Trustees of April 23, 2001 concerning the 
Fiscal Year 2001 - 2002 Municipal Budget, as corrected.  Seconded 
by Trustee Imoukhuede. 
 
 
 

 CONSIDERATION OF 
MINUTES 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
OF SPECIAL MEETING OF 
04-23-01 
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 AYES:  (6) Vincent, Green, Brown, Imoukhuede, 
    Graham Zahn, Johnson 
 NAYS: (0) 
 ABSTAIN: (0) 
 ABSENT: (0) 
 
a)     Chief Burnson asked that Officer Arendt and Officer Salamanca  
be sworn in.  Clerk Wilson swore- in Police Officers Michelle Arendt 
and German Salamanca. 
 
On behalf of the Board, President Stricker extended congratulations 
to the officers and wished them much success, safety and is glad to 
have them aboard to represent the Village of Matteson. 
 
b)     President Stricker read the Proclamation designating the month 
of May as Motorcycle Awareness Month, said Proclamation being 
made a part of these Minutes by reference. 
 
c)     Chief Burnson noted that the Fire Department had recognized 
some of their members that helped fight the fire on Lindenwood, and 
that although the Matteson Police Department did not fight the fire, 
they did help save some lives.  Chief Burnson presented the Medal of 
Valor to Police Sergeant Johnson and Officer DiCarlo for helping a 
woman with two small children on the third floor.  They persuaded 
the woman to drop her children down to them, and then they were 
able to carry the woman down with a fire department ladder.  
President Stricker congratulated the Officers for their bravery and 
thanked them for their outstanding job performance. 
 
Trustee Green stated that she had a report from the Matteson 
Historical Society of a meeting from that morning and wanted to 
briefly tell what Cynthia Ogorek, the Curator Director had been 
doing.  She attends state sales, and we had one in Matteson, so she 
picked up some items there for the Museum.  She took the Cub 
Scouts to a tour of the mapping activity of the homes in Matteson.  
She has been writing script for Governors State University on the 
local history.  She has assisted on the Lincoln Mall exhibit and 
managed to get a very old stove from the 1890’s.  She does a lot of 
writing and takes care of the Museum web site.  She has been asked 
to go to Nebraska on the Lincoln Highway Historical Project.  She 
will be going to Portland, Oregon at the expense of the National 
Scenic Byways.  She brings the Historic factor into the Tourism 
Group. 
 
On behalf of the Board, President Stricker extended a warm welcome 
to each and everyone attending this meeting, primarily to show 
support to the various members. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
COMMENTS BY VILLAGE 
OFFICIALS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TRUSTEE COMMITTEE 
REPORTS 
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support to the various members. 
 
          President Stricker referred to Opportunity for Public Comment. 
 
Marlon Woods, 617 Primrose Lane, asked if the Village had an 
ordinance regarding walking dogs on a leash.  Chief Burnson 
responded we do have such an ordinance.  President Stricker 
remarked that his article in the upcoming Matteson Avenue would 
refer to the fact that a person must walk a dog on a leash, as well as, 
have something with them to clean up after their dog.  He also noted 
there is another ordinance that dogs are sometimes categorized as 
vicious dogs, and must be registered.  Chief Burnson also stated a 
registered veterinarian must tattoo the vicious dogs on the inside of 
their mouth. Mr. Woods asked to have a copy of the ordinance.  
 
Herbert Jones, 163 Churn, has a neighbor to the East of him that has a 
sump pump that runs all of the time in the backyard.  His yard is full 
of water and he thinks Public Works has been out there one time.  
Also, his neighbor won’t cut his lawn.  President Stricker will have 
Public Works look into the water and Administrator Mekarski stated 
our Village Engineer, Vince Laoang will coordinate with Director 
Denman to investigate the property on White Oak and would get 
back to Mr. Jones. 
 
Lyle Bransburg, 435 Danielle – Regarding the corner of Beechwood 
and Danielle, where there has been a vacant home for some time.  
The grass has been periodically cut, but when they cut it, they blow 
the grass and weeds everywhere.  The whole yard has become 
dandelions and he was wondering if something could be done by the 
Village to control the weeds.  President Stricker stated that they 
would discuss it, but the answer is probably more no than yes.  It 
would become quite expensive to control this problem throughout the 
whole Village.  They will discuss it at the next Department Head 
meeting and the Board could discuss it, but in the past, the Village 
has never done anything in that regard. 
 
Frances Smith, 5922 Woodgate Drive, Secretary of Woodgate 
Homeowner’s Association – questioning the number of homes that 
have been abandoned and to whether the Board or other Village 
officials have done any analysis as to whether the problem is due to 
financial strain, or problems with those homes in particular. She 
raised that question because of problems she had in her home, in 
respect to mold.  She brought that matter  before the Board about two 
years ago and had questions to some information relevant to the 
builder, Kaufman & Broad; his history in the community, and if the 
Board could giver her some information.  What is the Board doing to 
address this situation?   Do the red stickers on some of these 

 
 
OPPORTUNITY FOR 
PUBLIC COMMENT 



BOARD OF TRUSTEES                                                                                                  05-299-01 
May 7, 2001 

address this situation?   Do the red stickers on some of these 
abandoned homes mean they are uninhabitable?  President Stricker 
answered that the red stickers do mean the homes are uninhabitable.  
The Village does not know the reason the homes were abandoned 
without any information from the actual homeowners.  Administrator 
Mekarski asked Ms. Smith to leave her name and number with him, 
but noted it was interesting that all public comments had to do with 
property maintenance.  He reported that at the last Board meeting, it 
was approved in the Budget to hire a new code enforcement inspector 
to not only react to problems, but to be pro-active about those 
problems. 
 
Gwendolyn Carson, 45 Cloverleaf, Woodgate Homeowner’s 
Association Vice President, stated there is a home on the corner of 
Woodgate and Cloverleaf that is boarded up.  The lawn is long and 
has many dandelions.  Will the Village be taking care of these homes 
and their lawns?  They keep a list of property’s that have not been 
kept up and Administrator Mekarski asked her to submit that list to 
the Village Building Department for review.   

 
   
There were no bids to consider or awarding of contracts.  CONSIDERATION OF BIDS 

AND AWARDING OF 
CONTRACTS 

   
 
 
1) On April 17, 2001, a “Professional Services Agreement was 
executed between Clark Dietz, Inc. and the Village of Matteson to 
have Clark Dietz perform a comprehensive review of the Village’s 
existing drainage problems and to develop a Stormwater 
Management Plan to address the five highest rated problem areas.  
Copies of the final reports had been submitted to the Village and 
distributed to Village Officials.  A copy of the report will also be 
available for public review at the Village Hall and also to check out 
at the Matteson Public Library.  To conclude the “Professional 
Services Agreement”, representative Dave Talbot,  Minal Steineman 
and Melissa Walker from Clark Dietz presented a final draft of their 
findings of the Stormwater Management Plan Report entitled 
“Priority Flood Area Analysis for the Village of Matteson”. 
 
The five areas for their basis of research study were: 
 Michael John Manor Retention Pond 
 Allemong Drive  
 Feathercreek 
 Fire Station #2 (Route 30 & I-57) 

 OLD BUSINESS 
 
PRESENTATION OF THE 
FINAL DRAFT OF THE 
STORMWATER 
MANAGEMENT PLAN 
REPORT PREPARED BY 
CLARK DIETZ, INC. 
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 218th Street 
 
After reviewing the ordinances in place, they found the Village has 
strong ordinances in place.  Their research found that the capacity 
has to be increased in some of the areas and some trunk lines are 
undersized for today’s capacity.  Recommendations given would be 
to run a parallel pipe adjacent to the original pipe and increase 
grates, rather than try to cause major destruction to the residents’ 
yards. 
 
Trustee Graham Zahn noted that she was happy this research 
happened – and believes we are headed in the right direction.      
 
Trustee Johnson moved to accept and consider the report as a guide 
and resource for planning and implementing potential future Village 
funded stormwater management projects. Seconded by Trustee 
Green. 

 
AYES: (6) Vincent, Green, Brown, Imoukhuede, 
   Graham Zahn, Johnson 
NAYS: (0) 
ABSTAIN: (0) 
ABSENT: (0) 

   
2) After conducting the annual review of the Fire Protection 
Agreement with ITW Deltar, Staff recommends increasing the 
contract amount to $8,200, payable upon execution of the 
Agreement by all parties.  In addition to the increased amount, ITW 
Deltar has agreed to include the specific language in the Agreement 
incorporating an automatic increase based on the CPI-W Chicago, 
currently in all our other Fire Protection Agreements. 
 
Trustee Imoukhuede moved to authorize the President and Village 
Clerk to execute the Fire and Ambulance Service Agreement with 
ITW Deltar, as submitted.  Seconded by Trustee Brown. 
 
 AYES:  (6) Vincent, Green, Brown, Imoukhuede, 

   Graham Zahn, Johnson  
 NAYS: (0) 
 ABSTAIN: (0) 
 ABSENT: (0) 

 CONSIDERATION OF THE 
FIRE PROTECTION 
AGREEMENT WITH ITW 
DELTAR 

   
3) After reviewing  the Property Maintenance Code, staff noted 
one serious deficiency, which can pose significant life safety risk 
during a fire.  The proposed amendment will require that all doors in 
R2 Use Groups leading to an exit corridor be self-closing and self-
latching.  This requirement is designed to prevent a fire in a dwelling 

 ORDINANCE AMENDING 
THE PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE CODE 
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latching.  This requirement is designed to prevent a fire in a dwelling 
unit from extending into the exit corridor. 
 
Trustee Imoukhuede moved to approve the Ordinance amending 
Chapter 150 entitled, “Building Regulations:” of the Code of 
Ordinances of the Village of Matteson, Cook County, Illinois, 
concerning the Property Maintenance Code.  Seconded by Trustee 
Green. 
 
 AYES:  (6) Vincent, Green, Brown, Imoukhuede,  
    Graham Zahn, Johnson 
 NAYS:  (0) 
 ABSTAIN: (0) 
 ABSENT: (0) 

   
4) Staff has reviewed the Fire Prevention and Protection Code 
and recommends several changes for Board consideration and 
approval.  There are essentially  two areas in the current Code that 
staff  recommends modifying which pertains to multi- family 
dwellings.  The first is an enhancement to the existing Fire Alarm 
requirements.  The Code will now apply to all Multi- family Use 
Groups where there are four or more dwelling units sharing a 
common hallway.  Further, the Code change will  mandate that all 
these alarms are monitored by a UL listed central station.  The 
second area changes the Code by expanding the sprinkler 
requirement to Multi- family Occupancies prospectively.   

 
Trustee Imoukhuede moved to approve the Ordinance Amending 
Chapter 95, entitled, “Fire Prevention and Protection” of the Code of 
Ordinances of the Village of Matteson, Cook County, Illinois, 
concerning Early Warning Fire Detection and Fire Suppression 
Systems.  Trustee Brown seconded. 
 
 AYES:  (6) Vincent, Green, Brown, Imoukhuede, 

   Graham Zahn, Johnson 
NAYS: (0) 
ABSTAIN: (0) 
ABSENT: (0) 

 ORDINANCE AMENDING 
THE FIRE PREVENTION 
AND PROTECTION CODE 

   
5) On April 16, 2000 the Board of Trustees directed the Village 
Attorney to prepare an Ordinance granting a Special Use Permit to 
Christian Life Fellowship Church, allowing  them to operate a 
church in the R-2 District. The ordinance granting the Special Use 
Permit has been prepared by the Village Attorney and is provided for 
approval. 

 

 CONSIDERATION OF AN 
ORDINANCE GRANTING 
A SPECIAL USE PERMIT 
TO CHRISTIAN LIFE 
FELLOWSHIP CHURCH 
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Trustee Imoukhuede moved to approve an Ordinance Authorizing 
and Granting a Special Use Permit to Christian Life Fellowship 
Church to Operate Churches and Church Buildings within a R-2 
Low-to-Moderate Density Residential Zoning District Pursuant to 
the Zoning Ordinance of the Village of Matteson, Cook County, 
Illinois.  Seconded by Trustee Green. 
 
 AYES:  (6) Vincent, Green, Brown, Imoukhuede, 
    Graham Zahn, Johnson 
 NAYS: (0) 
 ABSTAIN: (0) 
 ABSENT: (0) 
 
A Representative from the Church thanked the Village, and stated 
they are very excited to be in Matteson. 
   

6) At a prior  meeting, the Board considered the closed session 
minutes for May 18, 1988 and  the period January 3, 2001 through 
March 12, 2001.  At this meeting it is necessary to pass a motion to 
approve the disclosure of these minutes. 
 
Trustee Brown moved to approve the disclosure of prior closed 
session minutes for May 18, 1988 and January 3, 2001 through 
March 12, 2001.  Seconded by Trustee Green.     

 
AYES: (6) Vincent, Green, Brown, Imoukhuede, 
   Graham Zahn, Johnson 
NAYS: (0) 
ABSTAIN: (0) 
ABSENT: (0) 

 CONSIDERATION OF 
DISCLOSURE OF PRIOR 
CLOSED SESSION 
MINUTES 

   
Trustee Imoukhuede, Trustee Vincent and Trustee Graham Zahn, as 
well as, Clerk Wilson expressed their gratitude to the residents and 
staff for allowing them to serve them in the past years and stated it 
has been an honor and a privilege to serve the Village of Matteson.  
Trustee Vincent also stated he was presented a plaque at the last 
Parks and Recreation Meeting from Brian Ramsey, and was very 
honored. 
 
President Stricker, Trustee Green, Trustee Johnson and Trustee 
Brown wished the departing officers great future success and stated it 
has been a privilege, also, to serve with them on the Board. 
 
Administrator Mekarski thanked the Board for their professionalism, 
and stated it has been an honor to serve with them.   

 TRUSTEES ADDITIONAL 
COMMENTS 
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Trustee Vincent moved to adjourn the Regular Meeting of the Board 
of Trustees at 8:55 p.m.  Seconded by Trustee Imoukhuede. 
 

AYES: (6) Vincent, Green, Brown, Imoukhuede, 
  Graham Zahn, Johnson,  
NAYS: (0) 
ABSTAIN: (0) 

 ABSENT: (0) 

  
ADJOURNMENT 

 
 
   Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
          
   Patricia Wilson, Village Clerk 

  

 


